118       EMOTIONS  AS DIRECTED TO ANIMATE  OBJECTS.
rection." " The habit of raising the eyebrows having once been gained in order to see as quickly as possible all around us, the movement would follow from the force of association whenever astonishment was felt from any cause, even from a sudden sound or idea." *' The cause of the mouth being opened when astonishment is felt is a much more complex affair, and several causes apparently concur in leading to this movement." u We can breathe much more quietly through the open mouth than through the nostrils, therefore when we wish to listen intently to any sound we either stop breathing or breathe as quietly as possible by opening our mouths, at the same time keeping our bodies motionless.'-" When the attention is directed forcibly to an object, the organs of the body not engaged are neglected, and so in astonishment many of the muscles become relaxed, and hence the open dropping of .the jaw and open mouth of a man stupefied with amazement. Another cause operates. c' We can draw a full and deep inspiration much more easily through the widely open mouth than through the nostrils. Now when we start at any sudden sound or sight, almost all the muscles of the body are involuntarily and momentarily thrown into strong action for the sake of guarding ourselves against or jumping away from the danger which we habitually associate with anything unexpected. Bub we always unconsciously prepare ourselves for any great exertion by first taking a deep and full inspiration, and we consequently open our mouths." " Thus several causes concur towards this same, whether surprise, astonishment, or amazement is felt." (Darwin, c. xii.)
ADMIRATION, Wonder, and Veneration. We are struck with, something supposed to be great in power, in intellect, or in goodness. We anticipate important effects to follow; as we do so corresponding feelings rise and surge and swell. When the objects or consequences are good, admiration and wonder may become moral in their nature. They may become a veneration for all that is excellent towards the aged, the ancient, the grand. The nil admirari school may seem, very wise, and may boast that they are never deceived, but as they have no lean ideal they never accomplish anything truly great. Wonder opens our eyes and fixes them on something high to